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(1) Land Application

(2) Disposal in a permitted landfill

(3) Incineration

USE OR DISPOSAL 

PRACTICES IN LOUISIANA

Alternate Option Pumping Out and Hauling Off and/or Giving 

Away (NOTE:  This does not include for ―Land Application‖ 

Purposes)
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Surface disposal is prohibited in Louisiana

Surface Disposal - Includes monofills (sewage sludge only landfills), 

ponds/lagoons/surface impoundments that are utilized for the final 

disposal of sewage sludge, and landfarms that are not for “beneficial use” 

purposes.
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Applicability
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The regulations apply to:

All Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW)

All Privately Owned Sanitary Wastewater 

Treatment Facilities

Major Sanitary: ~110

Minor Sanitary: ~ 380

General Sanitary: ~3,460
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They apply to Commercial, Industrial, Petro-chemical 

Facilities: treat sanitary wastewater separate from process 

wastewater (separate streams & treatment facility)

They apply to a Commercial Preparer of Sewage Sludge

& a Commercial Land Applier of Biosolids

Number: ? 

Number: ?
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They apply to Pumpers & Haulers of Sewage 

Sludge:  ~190 to 200 (includes sludge pumped 

from a sanitary wastewater treatment facility, 

domestic septage, portable toilet waste, and 

grease that was removed from a food service 

establishment and mixed with sewage sludge)
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The regulations apply to grease…

…that is generated at and pumped 

from a food service facility when the 

grease is mixed with sewage sludge.
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Definitions



Sewage Sludge
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Sewage Sludge - any solid, semisolid, or liquid residue removed 

during the treatment of municipal waste water or domestic 

sewage. Sewage sludge includes, but is not limited to, solids 

removed during primary, secondary, or advanced waste water 

treatment, scum, domestic septage, portable toilet pumpings, 

type III marine sanitation device pumpings (33 CFR Part 159), 

and sewage sludge products. Sewage sludge does not include 

grit or screenings, or ash generated during the incineration of 

sewage sludge. 

Also includes Grease Trap Waste When Pumped or Removed from a Food 

Service Establishment and Mixed with Sewage Sludge



Person Who Prepares Sewage Sludge 
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

Person Who Prepares Sewage Sludge- the 

person who generates sewage sludge during the 

treatment of domestic sewage in a treatment 

works, the person who treats sewage sludge, or 

the person who derives a material from sewage 

sludge.
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Biosolids – Sewage Sludge or a material derived from sewage

sludge that is non-hazardous and a PCB concentration of less

than 50 mg/kg of total solids (dry weight) and is prepared to

meet one of the pollutant requirements of LAC 33:IX.7303.E,

one of the pathogen requirements in LAC 33:IX.7309.C, one

of the vector attraction reduction requirements in LAC

33:IX.7309.D.

BIOSOLIDS

BIOSOLIDS
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Exceptional Quality Biosolids - Biosolids that are non-hazardous and

meets the ceiling concentrations in Table 1 of LAC 33:IX.7303.E, the

pollutant concentrations in Table 3 of LAC 33:IX.7303.E, the pathogen

requirements in LAC 33:IX.7309.C.1, one of the vector attraction

reduction requirements in LAC 33:IX.7309.D.2.a-e, and a PCB

concentration of less than 10 mg/kg of total solids (dry weight).

Class B Biosolids - Biosolids that are not meeting one or more of the

following requirements:

a. the pollutant concentrations in Table 3 of LAC 33:IX.7303.E;

b. the pathogen requirements in LAC 33:IX.7309.C.1;

c. one of the vector attraction reduction requirements in LAC

33:IX.7309.D.2.a-e; and,

d. PCB concentration of less than 10 mg/kg of total solids (dry

weight basis).

BIOSOLIDS
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Pumper of Sewage Sludge 

Pumper of Sewage Sludge—a person who 

removes sludge from a sanitary wastewater 

treatment facility; domestic septage from a 

residential septic tank, mechanical treatment 

plant, or dump station for recreational 

vehicles and watercrafts or vessels; residuals 

from a portable toilet; or grease from a food 

service facility that is mixed with sewage 

sludge.
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Transporter of Sewage Sludge 

Transporter of Sewage Sludge—a person who pumps or moves

sewage sludge off-site by means of land-based vehicles, barges,

ships, rails, pipelines, or other modes of transportation. For

oxidation ponds/lagoons/surface impoundments, this includes

the removal of the sewage sludge from the oxidation

ponds/lagoons/surface impoundments to the levees surrounding

the oxidation ponds/lagoons/surface impoundments.
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Implementation
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Incineration

Air Quality or Title V Permit

w/specific sewage sludge requirements 

added to the permit
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Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal General Permit for 

the Disposal of Sewage Sludge in a Landfill

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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Possess Coverage under the ―Sewage 

Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal 

General Permit for the Disposal of 

Sewage Sludge in a Landfill‖

LAJ650000

The ―Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use 

or Disposal General Permit for the 

Disposal of Sewage Sludge in a 

Landfill‖ was Issued on the January 

12, 2010 and will become Effective on 

February 01, 2010.



Applicability for LAJ650000 
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Persons who prepare sewage sludge for disposal in a landfill 

permitted to accept sewage sludge are eligible for coverage 

under this general permit.

The landfill where the sewage sludge is disposed must possess a 

valid, effective permit issued under LAC 33:VII or Subtitle C of the 

Solid Waste Disposal Act and be permitted to receive sewage sludge 

for disposal.



LAJ650000 – does not apply to:
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1. public, private, or commercial facilities that prepare sewage 

sludge into an Exceptional Quality Biosolids or a Class B 

Biosolids for beneficial use through land application for either a 

crop fertilizer or soil conditioner

2. public, private, or commercial land appliers of a Class B 

Biosolids

3. incinerators of sewage sludge
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1. The disposal of sewage sludge in a Type III facility as defined by 

LAC 33:VII.115

2. The use or disposal of sewage sludge that is hazardous under 40 

CFR Part 261 and/or LAC 33:Part V

3. The use or disposal of sewage sludge with a concentration of 

polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) equal to or greater than 50 

milligrams per kilogram of total solids (dry weight basis)
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Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal General Permit for 

Disposal of Sewage Sludge in a Landfill Notice of Intent

To request coverage under the 

―Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use or 

Disposal General Permit for Disposal 

of the Sewage Sludge in a Landfill‖, 

Complete and Submit a ―Notice of 

Intent‖

Form_7257_r00
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Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal General Permit for for having the 

Sewage Sludge pumped out or removed from a Domestic (Sanitary) 

Wastewater Treatment Facility and Sold, Given Away and/or Hauled Off-site 

for a Fee
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Possess Coverage under the ―Sewage 

Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal 

General Permit for having the Sewage 

Sludge pumped out or removed from 

a Domestic (Sanitary) Wastewater 

Treatment Facility and Sold, Given 

Away and/or Hauled Off-site for a 

Fee.‖

LAJ660000

The ―Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use 

or Disposal General Permit for 

having the Sewage Sludge pumped 

out or removed from a Domestic 

(Sanitary) Wastewater Treatment 

Facility and Sold, Given Away and/or 

Hauled Off-site for a Fee‖ was Issued 

on the January 13, 2010 and will 

become Effective on February 01, 

2010.



Applicability for LAJ660000

Applies to person(s) that have sewage sludge pumped out or 

removed from a sanitary wastewater treatment works and sold, 

given away, and/or hauled off-site for a fee or other 

consideration are eligible for coverage under this general permit.
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LAJ660000 – does not apply to:

1. Commercial preparers of sewage sludge, other than publicly owned 

treatment works (POTW)
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2. Facilities that prepare sewage sludge into an Exceptional Quality Biosolids or a Class B 

Biosolids for beneficial use through land application either as a crop fertilizer or soil 

conditioner

3. Land appliers of a Class B Biosolids

4. Incinerators of sewage sludge

5. Facilities that dispose sewage sludge in a permitted landfill

6. Facilities that have sewage sludge removed from a treatment system to be transported 

to an ―out-of-state‖ facility or location for disposal or incineration

7. Facilities that prepare sewage sludge into a Biosolids and have the Biosolids removed to 

be transported to an ―out-of-state‖ preparer for further treatment or ―out-of-state‖ land 

applier for land application of the Biosolids
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Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal General Permit for Having the Sewage Sludge

pumped out or removed from a Domestic (Sanitary) Wastewater Treatment Facility and 

Sold, Given Away and/or Hauled Off-site for a Fee Notice of Intent

Form_7263_r00

To request coverage under the ―Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use 

or Disposal General Permit for Having the Sewage Sludge

pumped out or removed from a Domestic (Sanitary) Wastewater 

Treatment Facility and Sold, Given Away and/or Hauled Off-site 

for a Fee‖, Complete and Submit a ―Notice of Intent‖
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Land Application

Preparation/Treatment of Sewage Sludge into a Biosolids 

that can then be Beneficially Used (the use of Biosolids for the 

purpose of soil conditioning or crop or vegetative fertilization in 

a manner that does not pose a danger of adverse effects upon 

human health or the environment or cause any deterioration of 

land surfaces, soils, surface waters, or groundwater.)
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Sewage Sludge & Biosolids Use or Disposal Permit

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

Possess a ―Sewage Sludge & Biosolids 

Use or Disposal Permit‖
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All Land Application Projects Require a Sewage Sludge & 
Biosolids Use or Disposal Permit

Possess a “Sewage Sludge & Biosolids 
Use or Disposal” Permit

Form_7155_r04Permit Application Form
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RESTRICTIONS ON WHAT CAN & 

CANNOT BE PREPARED WITH 

SEWAGE SLUDGE
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Buffers
Sewage Sludge 

Preparation/Treatment/

Processing Facility
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Property boundary - 200 feet, 

unless special permission is 

granted by the property 

owner(s) 
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Wetlands, Surface Waters 

(streams, ponds, lakes), or areas 

historically subject to overflow 

from floods - 100 feet



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

Established institution - 1,000 feet, unless 

special permission is granted by the 

responsible official of the established 

institution. The permission must be in the 

form of a notarized affidavit executed by 

the owner waiving the 1,000-foot buffer 

zone. However, in no case shall the 

application area be located less than 200 

feet from an institution. 
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Occupied residential home or 

structure - 500 feet, unless special 

permission is granted by the owner 

and/or lessee of the occupied 

residential home or structure.

The permission must be in the form 

of a notarized affidavit executed by 

the owner and/or lessee waiving the 

500-foot buffer zone.

However, in no case shall land 

application of sewage sludge be 

conducted less than 200 feet from 

the occupied residential home or 

structure. 
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5,000 feet from any airport 

property if only piston-

powered aircraft

10,000 feet from any airport 

property if piston-powered 

and turbine-powered airport 

or sell jet fuel at the airport
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Buffers
Class B Biosolids 

Land Application
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Property boundary -100 feet, 

unless special permission is 

granted by the property 

owner(s) 
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Established institution - 1,000 feet, unless 

special permission is granted by the 

responsible official of the established 

institution. The permission must be in the 

form of a notarized affidavit executed by 

the owner waiving the 1,000-foot buffer 

zone. However, in no case shall the 

application area be located less than 200 

feet from an institution. 
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Occupied residential home or 

structure - 500 feet, unless special 

permission is granted by the owner 

and/or lessee of the occupied 

residential home or structure.

The permission must be in the form 

of a notarized affidavit executed by 

the owner and/or lessee waiving the 

500-foot buffer zone.

However, in no case shall land 

application of sewage sludge be 

conducted less than 200 feet from 

the occupied residential home or 

structure. 
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Biosolids shall not be applied to the 

land until the site has been approved 

by the administrative authority that 

the land application site is a legitimate 

beneficial use site.
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NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Slope Limitations for Land Application of Biosolids 
 

Slope  Application Restriction  

Percent   

0-3  None, except drainage to prevent standing water shall be provided. 

  

3-6  A 100-foot vegetated runoff area should be provided at the down slope end of the 

application area if a liquid is applied.  Measures should be taken to prevent erosion. 

  

  

  

  

6-12  Liquid material must be injected into the soil. Solid material must be incorporated 

into the soil if the site is not covered with vegetation.  A 100-foot vegetated runoff 

area is required at the down slope end of the application area for all applications. 

Measures must be taken to prevent erosion. Terracing may be required if deemed a 

necessity by the state administrative authority to prevent runoff from the land 

application site and erosion.  

  

>12  Unsuitable for application unless terraces are constructed and a 200-foot vegetated 

buffer area with a slope of less than 3 percent is provided at the down slope edge of 

the application area and the material is incorporated (solid material) and injected 

(liquid material) into the soil. Measures must be taken to prevent runoff from the 

land application site and to prevent erosion.  
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Biosolids shall not 

be applied to 

agricultural land, 

forest, or a 

reclamation site 

during the 

months when the 

water table is less 

than or at two feet 

below the soil 

surface.
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BIOSOLIDS

BIOSOLIDS

Labeling for Biosolids Sold or Given Away 

either in Bulk or a Bag or Other Container
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Storage

An extension for storage, greater than six months, may be granted by the administrative 

authority for commercial preparers of sewage sludge or commercial land appliers of 

Biosolids if the extended storage has no adverse affect on human health and the 

environment.

The storage of sewage sludge or Biosolids is allowed for a period not

to exceed six consecutive months
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Signs

Example of an 

appropriate sign
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Financial Assurance
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Class II – For Disposal in a Landfill

Class IV – For Preparer of an Exceptional Quality Biosolids and for a 

preparer and/or land applier of a Class B Biosolids

To maintain certification, eight units of continuous education shall be 

obtained on a biannual basis.

Classes, seminars, conferences, or conventions used for units shall be 

approved by the administrative authority. 

CERTIFICATION
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SEWAGE SLUDGE HAULER 

REGISTRATION

Registration is for a one (1) year period

Registration period – July 1st to June 30th

If wish to be re-registered, must apply at least sixty (60) days prior to June 30th

Annual Reports are required to be submitted on February 19th of each year 

Reporting period – January 1st to December 31st

Regulations pertaining specifically to Sewage Sludge Haulers are at LAC 33:IX.7301.F



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS
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RECEIPT

OF

HAULED SEWAGE SLUDGE

INTO

A

Domestic Wastewater or Sewage Sludge Treatment Facility

LPDES PERMIT
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LPDES Permit

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

A general prohibition for the receipt of hauled 

domestic septage will be placed into all LPDES

permits unless the applicant has properly 

notified the Department.  This statement will 

be in Part II (Other Conditions) and shall 

read:  ―The acceptance of hauled domestic 

septage as defined at LAC 33:IX.2313 is 

prohibited unless otherwise authorized by this 

Department.‖
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LPDES Permit

a. If already have an LPDES permit – Submit a 

written notification to DEQ indicating that you are 

taking in or plan to take in material from 

haulers/pumpers of sewage sludge.

b. Upon permit renewal, indicate that you are 

accepting material from haulers/pumpers in the 

permit application.

c. If you do not have an 

LPDES permit – Indicate 

that you are accepting 

material from 

haulers/pumpers in the 

permit application.

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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LPDES Permit
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

LPDES Permit
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

LPDES Permit
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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Record Keeping – LPDES PERMIT
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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Record Keeping – LPDES PERMIT

Guidance for the 

Sewage Sludge 

Manifest Form 

(Requirement of the 

LPDES Permit for a 

Receiving Facility)
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If you have any questions or need additional information on 

LPDES Permit requirements when domestic septage (or 

portable toilet waste) is introduced into a domestic 

(sanitary) wastewater treatment system, please contact:

Yvonne Wingate Baker

LDEQ

Office of Environmental Services

Water Permits Division

(225) 219-3073



Department of Environmental Quality Biosolids – Sewage Sludge 

Internet Page
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/tabid/2296/Default.aspx
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/portal/
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Any Questions?

J. Kilren Vidrine, ES-Staff

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality

Office of Environmental Services

Water Permits Division

P.O. Box 4313

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821- 4313

Telephone Number:  (225) 219-3012

E-mail Address: Kilren.Vidrine@LA.GOV

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

:FOR ALL YOUR ENVIRONMENTS

mailto:Kilren.Vidrine@LA.GOV

